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PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

“Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


A CLASS. 


Six little boys in a row, 

Learning their dates and their kings ; 

Some quick, and some — very slow, 
Pondering irrelevant things. 

Six at their desks every day 

Learn, or make blots, or spill ink ; 

This is the small schoolboy’s way, 
Whilst he is trying to think. 

« 

* * * * * 

Six little boys go to play 

After the “ lines ” are all done ; 

Proud if their schoolfellows say, 

“ Bravo ! that little chap s won ! 

Then when the daylight dies out, 

Busy exchanges are made : 

Stamps travel quickly about, 
Butterflies’ merits are weighed. 
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Dear little boys in their beds ! • 

Tread softly, put out the ig , 
God bless the six curly heads, 

Sweet be their dreaming to-night . 


R. 
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holidays. 

By the Editor. 


“ Now, let us address ourselves to the serious business of the 
evening. Here we are : 

‘Six precious (pairs), and all agog, 

To dash through thick and thin !’ 

Imprimis— our desire is for reform! Not reform by Act of 
Parliament, if you please ; but, will the world believe ?— we 
veritably desire to be reformed ! And that, as a vicarious effort 
for the coming race. Why, to have conceived the notion 
entitles us to sit by for our term of years and see how the others 
do it ! ” 

“ Don’t be absurd, Ned, as if it were all a joke ! We’re 
dreadfully in earnest, and can’t bear to have the time wasted. 
A pretty president you are ! ” 

“ Why, my dear, that’s the joke ; how can a man preside 
over a few friends who have done him the honour to dine at his 
table ? ” 

“ Mrs. Clough is quite right ? It’s ‘ Up boys, and at it ! ’ we 
want to be ; so, my dear fellow, don’t let any graceful scruples 
on your part hinder work.” 

“ Then, Henderson, as the most rabid of us all, you must 
begin ! ” 

“ I do not know that what I have to say should come first in 
order ; but to save time I’ll begin. What I complain of is the 
crass ignorance of us — of myself, I mean. You know what a 
magnificent spectacle the heavens have offered these last few 
frosty nights ! Well, one of our youngsters has, I think, some 
turn for astronomy. ‘ Look, father ! what a great star ! It s big 
enough to make the night light without the moon ! It isn t 
always there ; what’s its name, and where does it go ? The 
boy was in the receptive ‘ How I wonder what you are mood , 
anything and everything I could have told him would have been 
his — a possession for life. 

‘“That’s not a star, it’s a planet, Tom,’ with a little twaddle 


